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Will Ray

SEET MR SONIC EXTREMISM. WITI |
finger slides on both hands and &
B-hender, Will Ray’s phenomenal
approach to the guitar is crough to
make anyone take up drums. When
he's not henouring his seemingiy
endless dutles as a sessioneer, he's
ale such in demand as a producer.
Completing the wrie of twang,
Guitarist caught up with the man

with more burns to his sides than
Freddie Kreuger,

Record first, practice later
*I'm kinda' busy a1 the moment, As
well as The Hellecasters, 1'm also
doing a lot of albums for people, and
of & lot of session work here and there,
3k, and producing... I'm doing a
whaole lat of that right now, o0, I'm
currently producing a girl named Lara
Virgo, sowatch out for that.

“I'm also in my second week of
praciising now. Once you do an

afbum, the next step is 1o learn what
you just did! 1'm working o listle hit
every day to et myseif up o speed.”

*I'm real happy with my mew
signature guitar. [L3 got a Basswond
Telecaster body, and it's Onished ina
gold foil leaf, with a pearloid
seratchplate, s different because it
hyas a V-shaped Stratocasier neck,
with a small Steat headstock, and the
inlay's pearloid, too. ['ve also got
bocking tuners o help mning wtabiliny
We've called it a fazz-a-casler

*The pickups are two specially-
designed Seymaur [uncans
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H-:nr:rg will repiace the Tull, rich resounding tone of that
old sie-string. Just 2k Fichie-no giranger b acoustic rack.
Richie Sambora swears by his GHS Bright Brorze, and
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that are [azzmaster-shaped.
Twe always liked fazzmaster
Pickups, but these are beefier
than the original Fenders -
they have morne pronounced
Joiw-eqd and mid-range, and
hisy're neverse wound,

1 have a four-way selectar
switch; (t's one better than
tliree way, ha ha! I've got it
wired 5o you can have the
neck plckup or the bridge
pickup. or you can gel both
pickups together, either in
series or parallel, They're
bum-cancelled, too. The
volume pot has an medded
capacitor so the tone stays the
same, and the tone pot has an
extra knoh so that vou can sel
each pickup individuatly.

“It's alsa got a Hipshot B-
bender that comes &5 i
standard fivment. That's the
surface-mounted one, rather
than the one that requines all
the routing. Amp-wise, I'm
golng through o Rivern.” B

Technique tip

“well, my favowrite thing
right mow is using the right
hand shide. | use it oo my
pinky, and 15 something
I've heen experimenting
with lately. When | do up
and dewn strokes, the
dewmstroke is just the pidk,
while the upstroke is the pick
and the string, plus the right
hand sfide

Yau get a different nole
when you do that Far
instance, if you're playing a
high E, the downstoke 5 E
and the upsireke is an Fy of 3
[L As you're going up the
neck it starts changing. you
knowT The slide acts like
mewina the bridae {arward.




